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of us now is to find ways to act to-
gether in common purpose, when and
where possible.

For instance, on Afghanistan, we
need to make our goals and strategy
absolutely clear. Pakistan has a con-
structive role to play in forging a dura-
ble political settlement that will bring
an end to this war. And while we have
often been frustrated by the divergence
of policies on Afghanistan, it remains
important that we work together to
further a reconciliation process that is
Afghan led and supported by the re-
gion’s key players. This is a time for us
to be careful, to be thoughtful, and to
proceed deliberately but deter-
minately—as I Dbelieve we are—to
strengthen our relationship and con-
front our common challenges.

Moreover, I want to emphasize that
this relationship is not only about the
threats we face. It is not only about de-
feating militant extremists who
threaten the security of both our coun-
tries. It is also about building a deeper,
broader, and long term strategic en-
gagement with the people of Pakistan.
As I have said before, Pakistan’s pros-
perity and its security—as well as our
own—depend on it. And I am deter-
mined to make sure that the kinds of
projects supported by Kerry-Lugar-Ber-
man funds remain on track and dem-
onstrate our long term commitment to
the stability of Pakistan and to the re-
gion itself.

Make no mistake: our ability to in-
fluence events in Pakistan is limited,
and we should be realistic about what
we can achieve. But we cannot allow
events that might divide us in a small
way to distract from the shared inter-
ests that unite us in a big way. Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah said it best in his ad-
dress to Pakistan’s Constituent Assem-
bly in 1947. His words are as relevant in
today’s context as they were then:

If you will work in cooperation, forgetting
the past, burying the hatchet, you are bound
to succeed.

The road ahead will be difficult no
doubt. But I look forward to working
with Ambassador Rehman as a partner
in these efforts in the months and
years to come.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE SALT LAKE
COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Salt Lake
Council of Women on the upcoming
100th anniversary of its founding.

In the ranks of those who greatly ad-
mire this wonderful organization and
its exemplary members, I stand front
and center today to salute them for
their accomplishments and out-
standing public service. As I do so, I
am humbled by the magnitude of the
task. It is difficult to find the right
words that will do justice to their ex-
traordinary contributions to Utah.

A century after its founding, this re-
markable group has more than lived up
to its motto: “Community Service for
Civic Improvement.”” Evidence of its
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good works is found throughout the
Wasatch Front, including the Inter-
national Peace Gardens the group was
instrumental in making a reality in
1947 and has helped preside over ever
since.

That alone is sufficient to ensure
that the Salt Lake Council of Women'’s
legacy will long endure in the heads
and hearts of its legions of admirers.
But this service organization’s legacy
neither begins nor ends there.

Its service began on February 26,
1912, when it organized with the aim of
bettering the ‘‘social, civic and moral”
environment of the Salt Lake City
area, and that service has continued
unabated and on an ever-increasing
scale ever since.

Over the years, members of the Coun-
cil have been a tireless advocate for
Utah’s youth, supporting child labor
laws, visiting nurse and teacher pro-
grams for children who are ill, respect
for the American flag, and the installa-
tion of the first drinking fountains in
public schools.

They have further assisted with the
Boy and Girl Scouts programs and
helped found a home for troubled girls,
which has evolved into what is now
known as the Utah Youth Village. The
organization has also helped the Utah
State Development Center, Alcoholics
Anonymous, Ronald McDonald House,
and numerous hospitals, nursing
homes, and homeless shelters and ani-
mal shelters, just to name a few.

And Utahns have not been the only
beneficiaries. During World War I, the
group provided relief to the embattled
and starving Finnish people. When
World War II erupted, the council gave
generously to the USO, American Red
Cross, and War Bond Drives. The coun-
cil also has been a strong advocate for
the arts, supporting the Utah Sym-
phony, Ballet West and the Days of 47,
Utah’s annual July celebration to com-
memorate the 1847 arrival of the Mor-
mon Pioneers in the Salt Lake Valley.

Today, as the Salt Lake Council of
Women’s centennial anniversary nears,
its 200 members—representing 40 orga-
nizations and 5,000 women—are as en-
gaging and anxiously engaged in the
community as ever. Along with their
continued commitment to the Inter-
national Peace Gardens and Utah
Youth Village, council members are in-
volved with the YWCA, University Hos-
pital Project, Wasatch Youth Center,
and with an ever-widening variety of
special projects. This month, for in-
stance, the council will award a college
scholarship to a victim of domestic vi-
olence, who will be chosen from moth-
ers in the YWCA’s long-term transi-
tional housing program.

No matter what they do or who they
serve, members of the Salt Lake Coun-
cil of Women are the embodiment of
what Mahatma Gandhi called ‘‘the
spirit of service and sacrifice.” As the
council gathers February 25th to cele-
brate its 100th anniversary, I add my
voice to the chorus of praise in salut-
ing its visionary and selfless members,
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both past and present, who have done
so much for so many to make Utah the
great place it is today.

—————

REMEMBERING WHITNEY
ELIZABETH HOUSTON

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
on Saturday, February 11, 2012, New
Jersey lost one of its proudest daugh-
ters and our country lost one of its
brightest stars when Whitney Houston
died at the untimely age of 48.

Whitney Houston’s New Jersey roots
run deep. She was born in Newark in
1963. She moved to East Orange at age
4 and attended high school at Mount
Saint Dominic Academy in Caldwell.

The daughter of noted gospel singer
Cissy Houston, Whitney spent her
young life singing in the choir of the
New Hope Baptist Church in Newark.
She never forgot her roots, and even
after she became a star, she sometimes
returned to New Hope Baptist Church
to sing on Easter Sunday. Fittingly, it
is at New Hope Baptist Church that
Whitney’s family and friends will
mourn her loss and celebrate her life
this Saturday, February 18.

Virtually from the moment of the re-
lease of her debut album, ‘“Whitney
Houston,” Whitney was an inter-
national superstar. The album spent a
record 14 weeks at the top of the Bill-
board charts, and it was the first
album by a female artist to yield three
No. 1 hits. One of those hits, ‘“The
Greatest Love of All,” became an an-
them and a symbol of hope. For all of
us who work to make a better world for
our children and grandchildren, the
song’s opening line, ‘‘I believe the chil-
dren are our future,” is a constant re-
minder of our mission.

Much more than just a great singer
and performer, Whitney was a great pa-
triot and humanitarian. Her perform-
ance of the ‘“‘Star Spangled Banner’ for
Super Bowl XXV in 1991—during the
first gulf war—has been hailed as the
yardstick for other singers performing
our national anthem. Whitney donated
her proceeds from that performance to
the American Red Cross Gulf Crisis
Fund. When her rendition was re-re-
leased in the wake of the September 11
attacks, Whitney donated those pro-
ceeds to firefighters and victims of the
attacks.

For her many accomplishments,
Whitney received numerous awards, in-
cluding 6 Grammys, 2 Emmys, and 22
American Music Awards. But no
achievement meant more to Whitney
than the birth of her daughter Bobbi
Kristina in 1993.

Though her loss will be felt far and
wide, Whitney’s powerful words—‘‘I be-
lieve the children are our future. Teach
them well and let them lead the
way’’—live on in New Jersey, across
the country, and around the world.
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